English 406 (6 credits)

Course Outline 2014-2015

Mrs. Lisa Furlotte

This course emphasizes the development of literacy, critical thinking and communication skills through the study of three competencies as outlined in the Quebec Education Plan.  Students will have the opportunity to explore the concept of identity and society through self-reflection and by observing the world around them.  Students in English Language Arts, Cycle 2.2 are encouraged: to make intellectual and aesthetic judgments, raise questions, articulate their thoughts, and respect the ideas of others.  To meet this goal, students will learn to master the following assignments: literary essay, creative writing, personal essay writing, monologue and script writing as well as article writing.  Students will engage in discussions, and complete Reading Evaluation Responses to literature.  Students will also be guided through other learning activities that will enhance their acquisition of the ELA Competencies.  Teaching methods will vary depending on context, students’ needs and Learning Evaluation Situations.

English Language Arts Competencies and Academic Expectations

Competency Number One

Uses Language to Communicate and Learn:

· Adapt known organizational strategies to structure genres

· Use collaborative talk to construct communal knowledge

· Listen to and offer feedback in collaborative situations

· Participate actively in negotiating and determining responsibilities in group research texts

· Evaluate own and peer performance.

Competency Number Two

Reads and Listens to Written, Spoken, and Media Texts:

· Interpret texts and offer more than one interpretation of a text

· Transfer insights gained from reading to the other competencies of talk and production

· Accommodate different viewpoints and new perspectives

· Determine how readers are situated or positioned by a text

· Develop questions to frame critical reasoning

· Maintain an integrated literacy profile

· Self-assess own development as readers.

Competency Number Three

Produces Text for Personal and Social Reasons:

· Select topics of cultural interest

· Explore issues from larger and social and cultural worlds

· Address more distant audiences

· Use code and conventions for special effect

· Assume and opposing stance for discussion and viewpoint

· Extend revision and editing strategies.

Materials:

· One ring binder with dividers

· 5 duo-tangs 

· Dictionary

· Highlighters and markers

· Purchase or borrow one novel for independent novel study; teacher will supply a list of novels to choose from.  Other reading material will be provided in class.

Evaluation:

Students are assessed each term based on the three competencies mentioned above; often students will have input on the weight given to separate assignments.  Each term, journal writing will account for 10-15% of the term.  Students will be kept up-to-date on their progress through regular assessment and will be held responsible to complete homework and maintain a passing grade each term.  

My expectations for each student are as follows:

· Complete all unfinished work at home; adhere to due dates with the exception of being ill.  It is the responsibility of each student to contact me through e-mail or a class friend to find out what work they miss when absent.
· Respect for all members of the classroom and for the physical environment:  
· Keep the desks clean
· Come to tutoring when necessary
· Participate in class and tutorials
· Bring all materials to class.
I am looking forward to working with your son/daughter this year; please feel free to call me at school, 819-684-7472 #216 or e-mail me with questions or concerns at lfurlotte@wqsb.qc.ca  

I appreciate the extra nudge parents can give to students when due dates draw near.  Please to list your contact information for me to keep on hand as well.  Thank-you for your support, I wish you and your son/daughter all the best for the upcoming year.

Parent’s Signature: ___________________________________

Contact Information: ____________________________________
